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Con Air: 
America's High-Flying Paddy Wagon- 1 1 1 1  l l  

1V.d 4 
By Jason R Wojdylo, Supervisory Deputy U.S. Marshal, U.S. Marshals Service, , 
Southern District of Indiana. Photos by Chris Barfield, U.S. Marshals Semce. 

m ~ p h k t t r o m i h e l o c a l v l ~ s c e n t e r p r o m ~  
Talke&& Alaska, a8 ofkulng acanlc vistas, filgM- 
mlng  0 Mb McKinley, wodd4wa aalmon Mlng,  
M n g ,  boating ex cum lo^, and a wlde varlety of 
0 t h ~  Alnskan .dvenRveo. And, whlk this small, tran- 
quil vllbg. two and a half how north of Anchorage Is 
Wdl-Hllted b provlda a .anchwy tor those In 
of lami unto- by cwmrclallam, In the summer 
o f 2 0 0 4 i t ~ ~ m l ~ b k t h o ~ t o r  
anIndtanamanon~runfmnthskw. 

In F e b v  2004, deputies with the Shelby County, Ind, S h e e s  
Depaament, responding to a 91 1 call, anived at the home of a 2 3  
yearald woman who only days evlier relocated to their nual conk 
munity from Indianapolis This call would be Wce no other they 
responded to that day.Dcputy s h e  discovered the home's female 
occupant was dead, her body recently reclothed and repositioned 

22 * SHERIFF MARCH-APRIL 2005 

in the dutteted living room. H a  bo@end, who also resided in the 
home, offered invesigamts his account of the events leading up to 
the young woman's death, to include his m r i s  for redresrjng and 
m o w  his deceased girlfriend's body WR notifging police. 
Suspicions by the visible unusual mahs on the victim's forehead, 
nose and chin, the Shelby County sheriff summoned the comnff, 
who subsequently ordered an autopsy. 

In late June, the medical examiner's repoet ruled the cause of death 
a homicide, and the local pmeeutor Bled murder charges against 
the hoyftiend in ronnection wim the gklftiend's death. In a subse- 
quent announcement, the shetiff sought help from the public in 
locating the boyftiend,whos whe$dmuts were by then unknown 

The men and women of the U.S. Mamhak Setvice are stationed 
throughout each of the 50 United States, as well as Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islulds, Pueno Rico and the U.S.Virgin 1slands.A 



n u m b e r o f U . S . ~ c a n a l s o b e f o u n d  
in Mexico City, Msdco; o;S Domingo, 
oominiccanRepuhlic;asd hgson,JWca. 
Among the chief miasions 6f the U.S. 
M a t s h a l s r n c e i s t o ~ , C a p N l r a n d  
cenunfugitivestofacejustice.OnespedRc 
federal law enfo~~elnent pmgrPm opgdted 

the US. MarsMs Sescrlee in snppat of 
that mission would p m e  to be of paaicuk 
~ t o t h e ~ s m a U , 2 B g W ~  
member Shemy County Shaiffs Oflice. 

During the caurse of a statewide manhunt, 
theShelhyCountymanbcingsougtdsur- 
f a c e d I n J U t p ~ 4 , 0 0 0 m i l e s a ~ a y b  
- m s u n t n d a e d M t o  
a n A l a s k a S t a t e ~ ~  nmtPniomkhg 
pftssure from his o m  q, who had 
endwednumemwmntine~Mdc~~nt- 
l e s s h o w 6 f ~ f r m n L e i r I o c a l  
sherlffandhisdepntiesbackinIndiaaa. 

locating and mpturing the fugitive on the 
charge of murder took care of itseif. But 
returning him to face justice would prove 
far more complicated. 

Understandabb, Sheriff Thomas K. Dehaun 
wanted the man hack in his jurisdiction 
without having to send his deputies on a 
more than a 60honr one-way driw that, tal- 
ing the most direct route, wou~d run 
throughfhreCnnadianprovincesandovera 
series of AlasLao mountain ranges. Fuel, 
meal allowances, lodging and other aavel- 
relatedexpenseswouldhavepmvenwstiy. 
Also chaUenpioe wonId have bean the logis 
tic8 of having to identify jaik along the 
renunrontewheretheprimnerwddbe 
held memight while the ~ p o c t i n g  
deputies slept in hotels. Driving 10 hours a 
day would have meant almost two weeks on 
the &.And given that Alaska is not a pact 
of the contiguous United States, uanspont- 
ing an American prhner through Caoldn 
would pose additbd international un- 

The sheriff c w s i ~  a commercial tlight 
between Indianapolis and Anchorage, bur, 
Wrewise, cost and 1agMesl challenges made 
this option impmc%id as well.Ai&ue for 
e a c h o f ~ ~ . r n e a l a l l o w a n m , l o d g  
ing ,au~ inAlaskaandotherhave l -  
&ated arpensar would reach into the thou- 
sands of dok.The cost of a one-way air- 

line ticket for the prisoner would also add 
to the edmstim assignment Furthermore, 
under EM mguL?tions, special specialpermission 

wouldbeRquindforhisdeputiestofly 
atmed. And t h w  would be a signi&anr 
impan on the sh@s o&e, which would 
have two fewer deputies to investigate 
crimesandpttolcountyroadsdudngthe 
anticipated fowdq aip. 

SheriE Debaun found himself in an all400 
wmrnofl predkment faced by orher sher- 
lffs thn,ughout the country. Men and 
wamenontherunfromthelawhwenoter- 
dtortal baundaks. It is the sheriff, however, 
7 R f i o l s ~ f o r r e ~ t h e s e p e o -  
ple to face W c e  in state courts when they 
mroUadinotherjudsdictionsandmsub- 
s€quen* aRsted and detained pending 
eatndtion. 

With precious few options a u b l e  witbin 
his own depamnent for etuming the man 
from what seemed llke half a world away to 
his county lockup, the sheriff recalled that 
the U.S. Marshals %mice had considerable 
success in etuming IkgWes to face justice. 
He then called the U.S. marshal in 
Indianapolis, 30 miles from his & w e  
office, to request assimnce. 

The U.S. Marshals Sefeice operates the 
Justice Rlsoner and Alien Tmmpor*uion 
Sgstem PATS), more commonly lmown as 
"ConAk,"one ofthelargcsttnarportasof 
prisoners in the world. Pach peaz U.S. mar- 
shalsuseatleetof high-flyingpaddywagons 
to transport more thvl175,OOO prisoners 
throughout a sophisticated and secure gw- 
ement-opeated, regularly scheduled, 
natiwal airline systan. Por its pessengers, 
thm is no h& c o m p m  
targbevgdge offed during m t , a n d w -  
r a r m b r e a k s m ~ t i ~ a l l d o n l y  
during brief f0ur-t- daily stops. Ihe 
" s e a t W s i g o ~ ~ ~ ~ -  
outevergflight.IEan~,shacHesanda 
belly chain supplement the passenger- 
resaaSnt system. Uniike trdditional commer- 
dal flights where @top wmpmers and 
ponable CD phym are common, the only 
electronic Wces permitted on board are 
mainmined in secret compartments and 
accessible only to aviation do!cement offi- 
cers and wmact guards on board. 

Most of the prisoners flyingJPATS are feder- 
al detainees and cdmioal aliens moving 
between U.S. Marshal offices, Pederal 
BuieauofPrfson(Bo4nnrectionalPadli- 
rics and international desinations fol the 
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Photo by CMs EmM4-U.S. Marshals Swb8 
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o f f e m t o m o v e t p i l i n r g , , s e n e a t l d l O Q l ~ ~ e o o p g h  
tk (coop) ngceemenrs for a reamable  the U.S.?kash& 
s e r s i c e m n k e s m u g h i l r 3 p o O ~ c o s p m ~ t o a i d s c a t c  
rmdloCPLlmetif iDIcemmn~dcsinthe~ofamnnd 
women wPnted w i t h *  m f o r ~ ~ o r t a  
serve BeBmnnCQI. 

Aochonge,-md t h e v i i  isb$s, 

The2005onewayratetomcnoapiiMatermmasg$a~agrec- 
tnem&&153.00.'Ib&~&t1keova~grmradaadaircaok I 

~ b ~ U . S . m r t s b a l c ~ m + ~ ~ o f o E S g $ l t ~ ~ ~  
U.S.Mllrshel'sogiceatthcdestinaplom.dEgand%alsocovers~ 
housing in Medly eonrprted d&m&m hcilides and/or BDP cor- 
~ r e c t l o l l l l h r s t l ~ a i o a s ~ ~ r n ~ ~ b n a s f e r ~ .  c 1 
~eadyJ~*Shelby~sheriff-=d~acooprgree t h e ~ ~ ~ d r h r e ~ ~ a t l d t h e ~  
m m t ~ t h e U . S . ~ ~ i n ~ ~ t o ~ ~ e  DepammtDeplnmemofCarrectimasbiat~~j&&yb~~ 
UYJU fn~~Ah& wmted on immk~ chvgcs in hls ccnmy..The U.S. the prisonam being detained. FmmAnchorpgc,fhe U.§.Mars$als 

3. Should the U.S.manhal dosest to the detetnioa faciliiwheie 
theprisonerkiI%~Emratedbeable~meetaUy~pe$fied 
tb?&k the she& will be q u k d  to eompiete the 
CkgmRiw W@nr'ltaaspcrtation @=anentt setting fwth I w-4 $dhdirim of the tmsfa 

6.'%eU&mmkilwill.assigo a ~ i d e a t i e u t l o n ~  



Service used one of their turbo pmp Piper Cheyenne six-passenger 
aircraft to make the frrean&a-half-hour one-way tlight to the Federal 
Detention Center in Seattle,Wash.Thm, the prisoner remained for 
two weeks awaiting a seat on a larger airaati to the Federal Transfer 
Center in Oklahoma City. 

In mid-August, after a week at the FederalTmfer Center, the Shelby 
County sheriff sent his deputies to meet U.S. marshals on the tarmac 
of an Indiana airport to await aJPATS flight cartying their prisoner on 
the last leg of his "Alaskan advennw."ilri the deputies escaped the 
Indiana summer heat conversing within their air-conditioned sedan, 
in the distant haze a Boeing 737 emerged in the skyline. Moments 
later the airliner's wheels touched down and the aircraft taxied to the 
far corner of the steamy mway. 

As the aircraft came to a stop, a BOP tactical team established a 
perimeter of heavily anned guards toting rifles and shotguns to 
thwart escape attempts. U.S. marshals converged to set up a smaller 
drde near the jetliner's rear air stair passenger door, where prisoners 
would he exchanged First to emerge was the Shelby County man, in 
handcuffs attached to a belly chain and shackles, escorted by a feder- 
al marshal. Dozens of other prisoners exited to h d  a seat on an await- 
ing BOP bus or one of a number of U.S. marshal vans and sedans from 
surrounding cities. The a i r s  passenger seats were then quickly 
Mled by other prisoners originating in Indiana with other nationwide 
destinations. 

Continues on onae 65 

The 
Northwest 
Shuttle System 

An effort that started in the State ofwashington in 1979 to move prisoners and 
help save money and deputy resources by coordinabq trips on the east and west 
slde of the state has grown to encompass the northern area of the Untted States By 
1981, Oregon developed a similar system Support from neighhonng states and the 

p m  of the shuttle system. 

r"l 
development of an annual regional shuttle meeting allowed the shuttle to grow into a 
multi-state system of cooperation and commumcation By the late 1990s,Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, South Daknta,Wyoming and Colorado, as well as 
parts of California, Nevada, New Madco,Anzona, Utah, Minnesota and IUinois,lxcame 

involved in the shuttle each week and each year at the regional confmnce. 

Iffs' offices m the Northwest O 

u 
The shuttle serves as a system of m-state warrant and out-of-state fugitme renun, built on a handshake and a phone call.There are 
no federal laws or state laws that govern shuttle bmw-only  the cooperative effow and communication of each agency 

The shuttle system has been the most econonucal and effechve way of movlng in-state m t s  and out-of-state fu@wes for sher- 

-Liartenant Dough Hugbes, Security Semces Division 
Twin Falls County, Idaho, Sberirs Once 

RIIe annr far actin homers, bmdsls l 

a h~gh rish callsl 1 
C u a d e h . M l r C ~  

3BW 32nd Sbwl  N.E.. Calg.~,  AlberU TlV 7C1 , 
Volm +1 403 260 1007. Fax: +1403 735 lW1 

Toll Fm: IIBgZOPIW7. Email: *.m@mrpm.mm 
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PRODUCT PROFILE 

Mounted Police 
Training Systems 

For more information on: 

I 
basic mounted certification 

mounted instructor 
certification 

sensory training 

crowd management 

search & rescue 

and more, 

contact Mounted Policelkaining 
Systems at (954) 2494499. 

Or go online to 

. . 

' R o d u c f P m 6 k ' s a f w u m ~ ~  
~ a d n d u n i c a o r h 3 A S ~  
mcmbns ow Items a b u f  new m 
W p o d m s m - o n p a r  
~pmsldcdbymmuhRlmnand  
~ u f ( m ~ m & n m v n r l . h o r ,  
ragvnrmpm 

Con Air: 
America's High-Flying Paddy Wagon 
Continued from page 25 

On the ground less than an hour, the PATS alrnaft was doaded and reloaded under heavy 
guard, all while being refueled and readied for departure.& the Shelby County deputy s h e  
iffs dmve off the tarmac with a man facing murder charges and who weeks earlier was in 
Alaska, they could hear the jet engines mating down the runway..ThepATS flight was off on 
the next leg of what would be a five-city itinerary before landing back at the EederalT&er 
Center in Oklahoma City by dusk. 

It began with a commitment by the Shelby 
County sheriff to return a fugitive hum Alaska 
to his community to face justice.A telephone 
call to the local U.S. marshal followed. In the 
end the sheriff was able to repon to those he 
pmtects a savings of thousands of tax ddlars 
by utiWchg an existing and comprehensive 
prhner*e uansfersystem. 

Wtth m m  than 215 years of legendary serv- 
ice,Americacas oldest federal law enhcement 
agency has ceftahiy come a long way hum 
the wild west clays of traosfainB prisoners 

auoss dusty country mads by homedmvn 
stagecoaches crafted into mobile jail cells. 
Today it can extract a wanted man From Alaska 
and put him on a one-way flight over Nonh 
America's tallest mountain en mute to the 
continental United States. 

I I The U.S. ~ a ~ h a l s  service stands ready to 
anaoy Loumy, ma., snerm I nomas n. ueoaun offer prisoner movements through co-op 

agreements with sh& throughout the coun- 
trg.To contact your local U.S. Marshal's Office for PATS assistance, log onto www.usmar- 
shals.gov tb a complete listing of nationwide telephone numbers and a direct link to the 
Cooperative Prisoner Tmmportation Agmment. 
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Jason R WojQlo is a Supedsory Deputy US. Marshal wfth tbe US M m b a l s  Senice 
assigned to tbe 6Wunty Soutbern DlsMct ofIndiana. He manages a d f w c e  of dt.pufy 
marsbd to oversee tbe custody and care of fedenprisonem, pmh% coulmxrm snu71@ 
carry out fedazll court orders and pe$mn otber e t q k m m t  duties, swb as crtminal 
Investigations andfugitiw appre~.1CbjQ[o'sphnary duties include tbe asslgnmefit 
and placement of federal Ptjs- in locd conhrrd detention fadlitie$ transfer of 
Inmates betrueen h e  loud fadlties and Rxkd  Buwm of Prison d o n a l  institw 
tions and medical centers, scheduling fedemlplsonerpmdw3ions in US DLFMd C W ,  
wsponding to federalprisoner medM care needs and o m  e n f o m t  m$lmMW. 
He also cooniinates bis district's JPATS actlvitfm and tbe week@ airnap @ into lkre 
Haute, I d  bome of one of the wunhy's largest maximum-wurlEy US.S.penIlentlmbes. 0 




